Building Community
around a Blog




Introduction

A blog, the blogging phenomenon
Community (commonality and connected)

The Blogosphere Who Blogs?

)
Do you b|0g? s Businesses (e.q., Toyota, Google

Political (e.a., pundits, poli’riciams)

Medical (e.g. doctors, paﬁen’ts)
hil Windley)

s Researchers (e.g. TA N

s Family and friends (e.q., mows)




Blogosphere Properties

® Open community that anyone can join
(e.g., Blogger, Wordpress, SixApart, your own setup)

® One can blog about anything
(e.g., fine cuisine, bluegrass music, CS research)
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Observational Study

® Create a blog

_93/.( o I £ ’ o EA 4 C Lo Ler

® Record everything we do to it |




Goals

. Substantiate claims of how to bulld
community around a blog (and refine them)




SETH GODIN': BLOG

How to get traffic for your blog

My friend Fred, a talented blogger, asked me for adwvi
partial answer, with a few apologies to

Use lists.
Be topical... write posts that need to be read right now.
Learn enough to become the expert in your field.
News.

Be timeless... write posts that will be readable in a year.
Be among the with a great blog on your topic, then encourage
others to blog on the same topic.
“hare your expertise generously so people recognize it and depend on

u-

n NEews.

e short, pithy posts.

arage your readers to help you manipulate the technorati

wite about your your boyfriend or your kids.
iz, definitive posts.
aut your
L Write nearly libelous things about fellow bloggers, daring
spond (with links back to you) on their blog.
ntic. Share linklove and expect some back.

M polls, meters and other eye candy.
17. Tag your posts. Use

18. Coin a term or two.




ocial Capital







Blog History

2008-01-23
* Created a blog on Blogger at: http://datamininglab.blogspot.com

Data Mining Lab

Lab Members

What is the Data Mining Lab?
Christophe Giraud-Carrier

The Data Mining Lab is a research lab hosted by the Computer Science
Department at Brigham Young University. We research methods for
extracting valuable knowledge from data. Data mining can be applied Jun won Lee
to a wide range of business and scientific problems. Almost everyone

gathers data, and we go about finding ways to make that data useful. Matt Smith

Graham Henry

Michael Deardeuff

Current areas of research include
Mathan Davwis

Social Capital in Online Communities
Genealogical Record Linkage
Transfer Learning Steve Ivie
Meta Learning

Mathan Purser

Yao Huang

The purpose of this blog is to establish connections and further our
collaboration with others who share our same interests. We will be
publishing information that we have gained from our research, and Resources
invite others to share their insights here as well. Feel free to contact

BYLU CS Department



http://datamininglab.blogspot.com
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Blog History |

2008-01-28

* Hooked up Google Analytics so that we could track everything

* Posted about the blog analysis we are doing.

* Sent out an email to all the lab members asking them to comment and check out the blog.

2008-02-04

* Nate Purser sent an email to all lab members asking them to post content on the blog

2008-02-13

* Nate Purser posted an entry about the “Data Mining Search Engine” with links to:

http://dataminingresearch.blogspot.com [A]

* Nate Purser posted a comment at:
http://datamining.typepad.com/data_m...-superb.html#comments [B]

2008-02-16

* Steve lvie posted a comment at:
http://mycodeblog.blogspot.com/2007/12/record-linkage-resources.html [C

wiki /
our blogs
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Blog Traffic |

Jan 23, 2008 - Feb 16, 2008
Traffic Sources Overview Comparing to: Site (7)

Export Email || B8 Add to Dashboard Email se“.l. TO lab members

Start getting some traffic

\'__..m.__ ._..-l-_./ '\""--"""‘-l-__ ./ 1

® :
January 28, 2008 February 4, 2008 February 11, 2008

[ ]
January 21, 2008
All traffic sources sent a total of 48 visits

50.00“/0 Direct Traffic

: , M Direct Traffic
50.00“/0 Referring Sites [ 24 (50.00%)

M Referring Sites
D.DO% Search Engines 24 (50.00%)




Blog History Il

2008-02-20

* Sent a reminder email about posting a comment on another blog and linking back to ours.

* Christophe posted a comment at:
http://dataminingresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/small-book-review-super-crunchers.html [A]

* Christophe posted a comment at:
http://abbottanalytics.blogspot.com/ (unfortunately, the link back to our blog was not recorded)

* Nate Purser posted a comment at:
http://datamining.typepad.com/data_mining/2008/02/blogging-superb.html#comments [D]

* Matt Smith posted a comment at: http://www.bioteams.com/2007/02/18/social_networking_and.html [E]

* Matt Smith posted a comment at: http://nowisgone.com/2008/02/19/social-media-content-creation-process/[F]

2008-02-22

* The blog that Nathan posted about and Christophe commented on wrote an article about our blog:

http://dataminingresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/data-mining-lab.html [A]

2008-02-27

* Nate Purser posted a comment at:

http://dataminingresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/data-mining-lab.html [A]

n about and

o we had writte o article )

d on decided o pos
ew blog!

,wh

our blogs
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Blog History Il

2008-03-05

* Sent email to KDnuggets’ Gregory Piatetsky-Shapiro requesting that we be put up on his blog list.

2008-03-11

* Gregory Piatetsky-Shapiro added a link to our blog on the KDnuggets website, which sends a monthly
newsletter to data miners all over the world. The March newsletter was sent today (3/11/08).

* Gregory Piatetsky-Shapiro also linked to us in his blog highlights section

{
ab\\sh ed re\a’ﬂomsh ‘{d

wata mining, web Mining, Text Mining, and Knowledge Discovery - o a h \pe b“‘
¢ _.Jnuggets"“ Data Mining Software | Data Mining Jobs | Data Mining Consulting b“ ‘tY aV\

27 PolyAnalyst 6 \ ity afOUV‘d ouY

Simplify your analysis Megapiter

Swamped with TEXT Data ? Simplify your analysis! PolyAnalyst & from Megaputer

KDnuggets : Websites : Blogs on Data Minii

- . i Blogs on Data Mining, Web Mining and Tex
“Dnuggets News, Data Mining & Knowledge Discovery newsletter. news, jobs, KDnuggets Try

software, courses, and more. Subscribe here (free). Data Mining Data Mining See also blogs on web analytics
Discussion Today!
I KDnuggets News 08:n05, Mar 11: Conference submissions; Jobs at Forums EREE ® Abbott analytics (Dean Abbot and Will Dwinnell} bl
“hoo(4), Microsoft(5). eBay(3): Data Mining Warcraft? Trial Version = nNewt Anderson Analytics blog, focusing on market
. _ . Poll: Current L. Beautrf_ul WIWWV: Web Proural_'nmrrlu. Information
Jnuggets News 2008 issues | Schedule | Archive | Submit an item ’ ® Dan E. Linstedt: Business Intelligence (Bl) blog.
In what s Data Miners Blog, by Michael Berry.

industries/sectors e Newt Data Mining Lab at BYU.
Reduced Ermror Logistic Regression were your data ) e Enterprise Decision Management ™' -
Can Mean mining clients in Ins'ghthl .
Significantly Increased Profit 2007-20087

Banking Insightful

| Biotech/Genomics Free Webcast:
Operational Risk
Entertainment/ Solution: Applylng The Latest Data: Yes, It's a Recession, Freakonomics blog.
Music an Advanced
Financial Measurement
Approach with

Insightful Miner

KPowledge 1o act™

RELR Solves Hard Problems Visual Data Analysis

Gsas

SAS Business Knowledge Series . 'P"JE'J'I;'! ‘lﬁscuver;r S'él'h'i.i.ne 5.0

Subject: Highlights from Data Mining / Analytic Blogs

e-Commerce

lan Ayres' Super Crunchers Book, by BYU Data Mining Lab

joftware: Suites, Text, Jobs: [ Sirius Satellite Radio weh and man 2008

Classification, Visualization Academic/Research: » NEC Labs Health care/ HR

Government



Blog Traffic |l & Il

Feb 17, 2008 - Mar 13, 2008
Traffic Sources Overview Comparing to: Site ?)

Export = || =1 Email || B5 Add to Dashboard

Traffic is maintained and increases

L ]
e gty
February 11, 2008 February 18, 2008 February 25, 2008 March 3, 2008 March 10, 2008

All traffic sources sent a total of 261 visits

0 . ,
21 34 }'I'J Direct Traffic M Referring Sites
203 (77.78%)

?T.?ﬂ% Referring Sites Direct Traffic
57 (21.84%)

M Search Engines

0 dow\'ma’(e 1 (0.38%)

0.38"]& Search Engine=

ins ¥
Referral Traffic bed! oo

—

Sources % visits

{direct) {({none]) 268.33%

kdnuggets.com (reterral | 23.82%

dataminingresearch.blogspot.com [(referral) 16.30%

blogger.com (referral) : 11.29%







Goal |: Evaluation

. Substantiate claims of how to build
community around a blog

® Emails can be used to build




Goal 2: Evaluation

2. Increase our social capital among data
miners by building community around our
research
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Future Work
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Questions?

Contact Us
Website: http:/dwl.cs.byu.edu

Email: dmlebyuv.edu

Blog: http:/datamininglab.blogspot.com

My Blog: http:/dwmine.blogspot.com
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